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What is a Human Milk Bank?

Its a house which the main 
function is to collect and 
distribute human milk to meet 
the special cases considered, 
such as prematurity, nutritional 
disorders and allergies to 
heterologous proteins. 



What is a Human Milk Bank?

However, it was with the development of the 
National Program to Encourage Breastfeeding, 
especially from the middle of the eighties, 
HMB have assumed a new role in the Brazilian 
public health scenario, turning into a place 
primarily for the promotion, protection and 
support of breastfeeding. 



What is a Human Milk Bank?
Nowadays, donating breast milk is common 
in Brazil, where the network of banks works 
in much the same way as blood banks—
testing, sorting and storing milk used mostly 
to feed premature infants in neonatal units.

When a mother is unable to breast feed her 
baby, due to illness, drug addiction or other 
problems, the network steps in to offer free 
human milk. What is so unique about Brazil 
is that in promoting, protecting and 
supporting donor milk banking we have also 
found ways to promote, protect and support 
breastfeeding and make breast milk feeding 
the cultural norm.



Brasil-Angola

Brasil-Argentina

Brasil-Belize

Brasil-Bolívia

Brasil-Cabo Verde

Brasil-Colômbia

Brasil-Costa Rica

Brasil-Cuba

Brasil-El Salvador

Brasil-Equador

Brasil-Guatemala

Brasil-Honduras

Brasil-México

Brasil-Moçambique

Brasil-Nicarágua

Brasil-Panamá

Brasil-Paraguai

Brasil-Peru 

Brasil-Rep.Dominicana

Brasil-Uruguai

Brasil-Venezuela

IberBLH – SEGIB

Argentina, Bolívia, Brasil, 
Colômbia, Costa Rica, 
Espanha, Panamá, Paraguai, 
Peru, Uruguai, Venezuela.

TCC – OPS (Concluded)

Brasil, Equador, Guatemala, 
Honduras.

HMB Network – Haiti - AFD

Brasil, Haiti e França

Countries ITC with Brazilian Human Milk Banks Network – rBLH 2016

Bilateral
Multilateral



Human Milk Banks (2015)



Production data of rBLH-GLOBAL (2009-2015)



Argentina/ Bolívia/ Cabo Verde/ Colômbia/ Costa Rica/ Cuba/ El Salvador/ Equador/ Guatemala/ 

Honduras/ Nicarágua/ Paraguai/ Peru/ República Dominicana/ Uruguai/ Venezuela.

4. Information System of Production



Information and Communication activities – strengthening ties

Newsletter and email contacts

27 countries
1.250 contacts



Videoconference and websites

Portal IberBLH:
www.iberblh.icict.fiocruz.br

Total de acessos: 109.509 por 101 countries 

Telehealth Lab team

Streaming, teleconsulting, videoconference, telepresence



Telehealth activities – research and inovations



Telehealth activities



Telehealth activities

Africa, Peru and Brazil online, health professionals online 
have interacted by the visit of Mary Elizabeth, Princess of
Denmark, 2014.



Creation of the Global Human Milk Banks Network – rBLH
Septiembre de 2015

35 signatures
20 countries
Institutions

ONGs

Brasilia Chart 2015



rBLH-GLOBAL: a Network for Protecting Life
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