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• COAR was founded in 2009 as an 
international association

• Office is based in Göttingen, Germany
• Members & Partners: over 120 institutions 

from 35 countries in Australia, Africa, Asia, 
Europe, North and South America

• Institutional membership fees: EUR 500

Factsheet



• Eloy Rodrigues, University of Minho, Portugal (Chair)
• Carmen-Gloria Labbé, CLARA, Chilé
• Márta Virágos, University and National Library of 

Debrecen, Hungary
• Wolfram Horstmann, University of Göttingen, Germany
• Oya Rieger, Cornell University, United States
• Daisy Selematsela, National Research Foundation, 

South Africa

Executive Board 



Vision
A global knowledge commons based on a 
network of open access repositories



COAR Activities

Value-added 
Services

Capacity 
Building

Global Voice Alignment and 
Interoperability



The international 
publishing system is 
broken!



The access problem



The participation problem

From:  The World of Scientific Output According to Thomson’s ISI Science Citation Index 
(2007)



“The pressure to publish in "luxury" journals 
encouraged researchers to cut corners and pursue 
trendy fields of science instead of doing more 
important work.”
.



“Openness is not simply 
about gaining access to 

knowledge, but about the 
right to participate in the 

knowledge production 
process, driven by issues 

that are of local relevance, 
rather than research 

agendas set elsewhere or 
from the top down” 

Leslie Chan



The gold road



These are print “legacy” problems





Research is increasingly global!



“Green” open access has arrived
OA Policy Requirements – Pasteur4OA

OA Publisher Archiving Policies



At COAR, we believe that a global network of 
repositories is a crucial part of the solution to 
improve both the access and visibility gaps.



#9: Local infrastructure that is sustainable 
and inclusive

(Open, distributed systems, like the 
Internet, are more flexible, sustainable and 
less likely to fail)



From repositories to repository networks



But…
Existing networks are being developed based on 
different policies, objectives, requirements, 
metadata standards and vocabularies

…creating SILOS



Aligning Repository Networks



Areas of alignment

1. Strategic
- Coordinating policy and strategy 

2. Technical and semantic interoperability
– Metadata schemas
– Standard vocabularies

3. Services
– Usage statistics
– Routers/brokers, harvesting and curation technologies
– Peer review on top of repository networks



Strategic activities

COAR Guidelines for Assessing Publisher 
Repository Services

1. Services should include the transfer of 
both full text and metadata into the 
repository

2. Services should not impose embargo times 
of longer than 12 months and existing 
publisher embargo periods should not be 
lengthened as a result of the adoption of 
the publishers’ repository services

Repositories are also encouraged to seek 
licenses that enable the re-use and full-text 
mining of content once embargo periods are 
over.



Embargo periods
COAR Statement on Embargo Periods: “Embargo 
periods dilute the benefits of open access policies and 
we believe that, if they are adopted, they should be no 
more than 6 months for the life and physical sciences, 
12 months for social sciences and humanities.”

Statement against Elsevier’s Sharing Policy: In their 
new policy, Elsevier has placed greater restrictions on 
depositing into institutional repositories and imposes 
embargo periods of to up to 48 months

• More than 3000 signatories



Technical and semantic
interoperability



Metadata and vocabularies for OA repositories



COAR Controlled Vocabularies

Develop and maintain a set of international controlled 
vocabularies (into English, Chinese, Dutch, French, 
Portuguese and Spanish)

- Beginning with “resource type”

- e.g. Journal article, book, theses, etc.

https://www.coar-repositories.org/activities/repository-
interoperability/ig-controlled-vocabularies-for-repository-
assets/deliverables/



Usage statistics (impact measures)

Broker/router
services

Value-added services

…overlay for repositories



DATA

Image: Erik Fitzpatrick licensed CC BY 2.0

90% of world's data 
has been generated 
over last two years

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/
2013/05/130522085217.htm



Research data A 2011 survey by Science, found that 48.3% 
of respondents were working with datasets that were less than 
1GB in size and over half of those polled store their data only in 
their laboratories. Science 11 February 2011: Vol. 331 no. 
6018 pp. 692-693 DOI: 10.1126/science.331.6018.692

Value-added services



Challenges
• Geography and language
• Different levels of implementation
• Divergent missions and objectives
• Local priorities, not global
• Lack of resources



COAR is a 
mechanism to
facilitate
collaboration, 
build
confidence and 
develop
relationships



Thank you!

Kathleen Shearer
COAR Executive Director 
kathleen.shearer@coar-repositories.org
www.coar-repositories.org
Twitter: #COAR_eV
Facebook: www.facebook.com/COAReV

COAR Meeting in Portugal 2015


